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During WWII, Japanese
American Buddhists
launched one of the most
inspiring defenses of
religious freedom in
American history, insisting
that they could be both
Buddhist and American.
Nearly all Americans of
Japanese descent were
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subject to bigotry and
accusations of disloyalty, but

Buddhists aroused particular

suspicion. In the face of
discrimination, dislocation,
dispossession, and
confinement, Japanese
Americans turned to their
faith to sustain them,
whether they were behind
barbed wire in camps or
serving in one of the most
decorated combat units in
the European theater. Using
newly translated sources and
extensive interviews with
survivors of the camps and
veterans of the war,

American Sutra reveals how
the Japanese American
community broadened
American conceptions of
religious freedom and
forged a new American
Buddhism.
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